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London scene of that period. I know it as the
"Hiawatha" period.
The hold which the music-hall had on the
people was as firm as the present hold of the
movies, and perhaps more deeply founded. In
London to-day, at the moment of writing, there
are five music-halls operating as music-halls, and
in the near suburbs scarcely half-a-dozen more.
Up to 1912, as I have said, there were in central
London and the near suburbs over forty. The
London halls were the Alhambra, Palace,
Empire, Hippodrome, Coliseum, Palladium,
Canterbury, Pavilion, Middlesex, Metropolitan,
Oxford, Holborn, Tivoli, and Victoria Palace*
The principal suburban halls were the South
London, the Empress, the Duchess, the New
Bedford, the London, the Euston, the Cam-
bridge, Collins', and the Alexandra.
Almost every suburb had its hall, and for the
younger working-people it was a sort of social
centre in a way the movie-palace cannot be.
In a music-hall the people Were together, often
packed tightly together; and they could see
each other and hear each other. J3ut in the
movie-palace they gather in the dark, and,
however full the place may be, there is no
feeling of being together. Despite the popular-
ity of the "theme-song," you never hear them
join in the choruses. They are units or couples,